
Designing Your English 26
· WHAT IS AN ENGLISH 26?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The short answer is a “Studies in Literary Topics” and a “Writing in the Disciplines” introductory course to English aimed primarily at beginning students and non-majors.  Since there is no official description of this class, the best way to get a feel for what an English 26 looks like is to read some of the descriptions for the courses that made in past semesters. These are available through the department’s website (Undergraduate>Courses) and also on the “pedagogies” section of the GEA Blackboard site (where you will also find a few syllabi from past 26s, which will give you a more in-depth look at course construction).  Look at the ways past instructors have attracted students with a combination of engaging topics, thought-provoking questions, and different types of texts from a range of historical periods.  Get a feel for the length and format of these descriptions.
Who will be taking my class?  
Since it doesn’t count towards the English major, your English 26 is likely to attract mostly non-majors, often students with little familiarity with the humanities.  You might have a bunch of freshmen still deciding on a major, or a class full of senior pre-meds – it largely depends on the focus of your class.  Keep in mind, though, that you will need to appeal to students who may have not taken a literature course since high school.
What requirements does it fulfill? 
English 26 satisfies one of two “Arts, Literatures, and Performance” (ALP) credits undergraduates must fulfill as one of their “Areas of Knowledge” requirements.  It can also qualify for certain “Modes of Inquiry” credits, and it’s worth knowing a bit about how these work in order to maximize your chances of attracting students.  
As a “Writing in the Disciplines” course, your English 26 should receive one Mode of Inquiry designation automatically: Writing.  Keep this in mind when designing your class: it should help students become better writers and introduce them to the purposes, uses, and conventions of writing in this discipline.  Think about how to integrate writing components (close-reading papers, research papers, blog posts and response papers, online projects, annotated bibliographies).  You might integrate paper workshops or a revision component.  For more guidance on how to structure effective writing components into your course, make sure you look at the information provided by the Thompson Writing Program: http://twp.duke.edu/faculty/wid/ 
Other “Modes of Inquiry” that your English 26 might fulfill include (from the Academic Requirements section of the Duke Web site: http://trinity.duke.edu/academic-requirements?p=modes-of-inquiry): 
· Cross-Cultural Inquiry (CCI)   In a world where globalization is reshaping politics and economics as well as social and cultural relations, Duke students need formal and academic experience in exploring differences among peoples and among social systems with national and international contexts. CCI seeks to provide students with the tools to identify culture and cultural difference across time or place. It encourages critical and responsible attention to issues of identity, diversity, globalization, and power, so that students may evaluate complex and difficult issues from multiple perspectives.

Ethical Inquiry (EI)    Ethical issues and values frame and shape human conduct and ways of life. Courses coded EI encourage students to develop and apply skills in ethical reasoning, to assess critically the consequences of actions, both individual and societal, and to sharpen their understanding of the ethical and political implications of public and personal decision-making.

Science, Technology, and Society (STS)    Advances in science and technology have profoundly influenced society in the modern era. They have changed our world - both its philosophical foundations, as in the Copernican or Darwinian revolutions, and in its practical everyday experience, as in the rise of the automobile and television. STS exposes students to concepts that they need in order to confront scientific and technological issues. Courses coded STS not only explore how science and technology have affected societal development but also how the needs of society have influenced scientific and technological development.
So how do I decide what to teach?
You will want to teach a course related to your own research and also accessible to a non-humanities student population.  Think creatively!   Don’t limit yourself to your immediate field, but think about how you can make your research interests appeal to students from a range of disciplines.  Talk to your advisor, who has most likely mentored past English 26 instructors, about the kind of class you might want to offer.  Brainstorm more than one idea.  And talk to prior English 26 instructors for their advice about what works and what doesn’t when designing this type of class.  

· WRITING A COURSE DESCRIPTION
The first thing to keep in mind: start early!  Brainstorm some ideas and talk about them with others, including your advisor, the DGS, and the Pedagogy Workshop Facilitator (PWF).  Think about texts and topics you would enjoy teaching.  Develop more than one idea for a class before you settle on your plan.

The Cool/Complex Question
Theory is cool, right?  But a course description full of complex theoretical jargon will most likely scare students away.  This doesn’t mean you need to “dumb down” your course in the service of “sexy” topics; just remember that you want your class to sound appealing to an audience with little literary experience who are “shopping” around.  Since English 26 classes have had problems filling in the past, you need to do a good job of designing a course that appeals to a student body looking for an intellectually-stimulating seminar that also sounds fun.  For many students, this might be their only chance to read great literature in university, so don’t shy away from the texts that you love or feel like you need to fill your syllabus with pop culture in order to fill your class.  However, you will notice that many prior English 26 classes have included material from a range of historical periods and have often incorporated popular media, including films, popular novels, television shows, online resources, music videos, games, etc.  Thinking outside the box and allowing yourself to break out of your historical period/usual comfort zone not only helps you attract more students but gives you a wider range of teaching experiences.
Attracting Students
Remember your audience.  Students are looking for courses that fulfill requirements and that sound interesting (and that fit a schedule).  Remember those Modes of Inquiry?  If you think your class might deal with ethical issues, build on this and try to get an Ethics designation. Including and comparing material from different historical periods or cultural contexts might get you a Cross-Cultural Inquiry designation. The more requirements your class satisfies, the more likely you are to attract students.  Look at the curriculum coding sample on our GEA site (under FAQs and Forms).
Since there are other courses that might fulfill credits, you also want your class to sound interesting.  Imagine yourself scanning through the course catalog: a catchy title and an intriguing topic can help attract attention.  Remember that one of the great things about English 26 courses is that they’re fun!  They give students a chance to think in new ways and about issues that interest them.  Generate a few open-ended and intriguing questions or thought-provoking statements that might draw students in; you might want to begin with these.  You want your course description to give a general overview of the types of critical questions that will guide discussion in your class. 
Things to Include
Once you have caught a student’s attention, you need to explain a couple of things: what sorts of texts will you be reading and what kind of assignments will you give?  You might include a few example texts in the body of the description itself to draw out some interesting connections, or you might choose to include a selection of potential texts at the end of your description.  Give a sense of how the grade for the class will be assigned: how many papers will be included?  How long will they be?  Will you require an exam?  Will you include any creative options, multimedia projects, collaborative assignments, or in-class presentations?
Write a Draft!
Make it a rough draft to take off the pressure.  Try to use language that will be accessible to a general audience.  You want to be thought-provoking, but this isn’t the place to showcase scholarly vocabulary.  Write more than one version and share them.  Get feedback from others, including your advisor, the PWF, and the DGS.  Workshop drafts with others.  Look again previous course descriptions for English 26 classes for inspiration. Rewrite.  Remember to include potential texts and an overview of requirements for the class (e.g. “Active reading and participation in class, including regular responses to readings and engagement in our on-going conversation on a class blog. One short (4-5 page) mid-paper with options for revision, one 2-page annotated bibliography, and a final 8-10-page research paper.  No exams”)

· WHAT NEXT?
Marketing
You have a course description approved by the DGS and DUS: that’s your most important “marketing” tool for your class.  But there are also other ways to make sure your class attracts enough students.  Think about designing a poster to distribute around campus.  Spread word in undergraduate classes if you are a TA or a Writing 20 instructor.  The GEA is also putting together an initiative to spread word about English 26 among new freshmen, so talk to the GEA reps.  You should also receive information from the department about applying for “Modes of Inquiry” designations: follow this up!  You will need to fill in paperwork to apply for these designations.
Planning a Syllabus
After your course description has been approved, you are ready to begin thinking about a syllabus.  Be sure to attend the Pedagogy Forum session(s) on designing a syllabus.  This will expose you to different strategies for constructing a syllabus and also provide you with a few models from past classes taught by graduate instructors and faculty in the department.  You will also receive a more detailed handout about syllabus construction.  As you begin to put together a syllabus, talk with past English 26 instructors about what worked and what didn’t and what sorts of processes they used to plan a class.  Remember to get feedback from your advisor, past English 26 instructors, etc. as you go through the process of designing your syllabus.

